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Abstract: This research paper indicate the status of higher education in India.  

The status of higher education indicates by the help of table. There is some 

change on the level of education after the independence. This change may not 

occur as a direct response to calls for greater transparency and accountability, but 

rather because of the opportunity to reflect on the purpose of higher education, 

the role of colleges and universities in the new millennium, and emerging 

scientific research on how people learn. These disparate literatures have not been 

tied together in a way that would examine the impact of fundamental change from the policy level to the 

institutional level and to the everyday lives of college and university administrators, faculty and students. 

Now the time has come to create a second wave of institution building and of excellence in the fields of 

education, research and capability building. We need higher educated people who are skilled and who can 

drive our economy forward. When India can provide skilled people to the outside world then we can 

transfer our country from a developing nation to a developed nation very easily and quickly. The 

secondary data for indicate the level of higher education taken from website, books and newspaper.  
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Introduction: India's higher education system is the world's third largest in terms of students, next to 

China and the United States. Unlike China, however, India has the advantage of English being the 

primary language of higher education and research. India educates approximately 11 per cent of its youth 

in higher education as compared to 20 per cent in China. The main governing body at the tertiary level is 

the University Grants Commission (India), which enforces its standards, advises the government, and 

helps coordinate between the centre and the state. Universities and its constituent colleges are the main 

institutes of higher education in India. At present in 2018, there are 213 government-recognized 

Universities in India. Most of these universities in India have affiliating colleges where undergraduate 

courses are being taught. However Jawaharlal University is a remarkable exception to this rule. 

According to the Department of higher Education government of India, 16,885 colleges, including 1800 

exclusive women's colleges functioning under these universities and institutions and there are 4.57 lakh 

teachers and 99.54 lakh students in various higher education institutes in India. Apart from these higher 

education institutes there are several private institutes in India that offer various professional courses in 

India. Distance learning is also a feature of the Indian higher education system. Some institutions of India, 

such as the Indian Institutes of technology (IITs), have been globally acclaimed for their standard of 

education. The IITs enroll about 8000 students annually and the alumni have contributed to both the 

growth of the private sector and the public sectors of India. However, India has failed to produce world 

class universities like Harvard and Cambridge. According to the London Times Higher Education (2009) 

- Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University rankings, no Indian university features among the first 

100. But universities in East Asia have been included in the first hundred. Hong Kong has three, ranked at 

24, 35 and 46; Singapore two ranked at 30 and 73; South Korea two ranked at 47 and 69 and Taiwan one 

in the 95th position. Notably, China's Tsinghua University and Peking University are ranked at 49 and 52 

respectively. There is no Indian university in the rankings from 100 to 200. It is only when one moves on 

to the next 100 that we find the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur at 237; IIT Madras at 284 and the 


